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the staff members to being a real lead-
er in the majority leader’s office. 

She helped expedite the construction 
of the Capitol Visitor Center. I believe 
history will look back on it, when it is 
completed, as one of the wisest things 
we have done in maybe 100 years in 
terms of this Capitol and the security 
of our constituents, their convenience 
and safety and education as they see 
this building and all it stands for. She 
oversaw a lot of the Capitol restora-
tion, including changes in this Cham-
ber. She helped me with the Leader’s 
Lecture Series which turned out to be 
an acclaimed program of oral history 
lectures by former Senate leaders and 
Vice Presidents. 

Parts of our public and private lives 
over this time obviously have been 
intertwined. We have shared three dec-
ades of America’s triumphs and three 
decades of accomplishments for our be-
loved State of Mississippi. Together we 
have also endured tragedies that have 
befallen our country and our families. 
In fact, last month the love of her life, 
Milton Wells, passed away, and I 
shared her grief at that moment and 
continue to work with her as she comes 
through this difficult period. 

Throughout this time she has been 
loyal, she has been respectful. She has 
been very helpful to many people. I 
could not let this day pass without 
making a public record of my apprecia-
tion for Susan Wooten Wells and her 
service to this institution. 

So many times we forget to say 
thank you to the people who are on our 
staffs, who work day in and day out for 
us, the people in this Chamber, the peo-
ple who make this place function, who 
serve us and help us in so many ways. 
We should not forget to say a small 
word of thanks. 

f 

HIGHWAY LEGISLATION 

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I was 
pleased to see the majority leader say 
yesterday he was still holding out hope 
we could get a highway bill completed 
before we go out for the election. To 
me this should not be about the elec-
tion, but it should be a major focus of 
what we are doing. Another week is 
about to go by without any real appar-
ent movement on the highway bill. 
Why? Why isn’t the conference getting 
this job done? It would mean jobs in-
stantly from Alaska to Mississippi and 
from Maryland to California, because 
the projects are ready to go, but the 
money and the new authorizations and 
new formulas are not in place. 

Some suggestion was made yester-
day, perhaps we could get together 
with the House and Senate, the Presi-
dent, and do a 1-year extension. Why? 
Why would we want to extend the cur-
rent program? It needs to be bigger and 
better. It needs to be updated. We 
haven’t done this now in 4 or 5 years. It 
is time to have a highway bill. 

It is not only about highways. It is 
about highways and bridges and abut-
ments and public transportation and 

innovative programs that take advan-
tage of modern technology. We need to 
upgrade this law. 

One other thing. Every day that 
passes, every week that passes, people 
are being killed on highways because 
they are not modern and are not safe. 
That is what drives me the most. I 
know too many cases of people who 
have died on narrow, hilly, inadequate 
roads in my State and I am sure all 
over the country. 

I am not going to let up on this. As 
long as we are in session, I am going to 
keep asking the question: Why aren’t 
we doing a highway bill? There is plen-
ty of blame to go around. But there is 
no need to get into that. I want to give 
credit. I want to praise the chairman of 
the committee and the ranking mem-
ber, Senate and House, and the leader-
ship for getting the job done. But I 
don’t think that is happening. I don’t 
quite understand why. 

Is there some decision that has been 
made, some silent conspiracy to extend 
it, do it another day? Maybe we could 
get more money next year. Maybe we 
could raise taxes next year and get it 
even bigger. 

Of all of those, if that is the thought, 
that is wrong. We need to get a bill 
that is at a level we can defend as 
being one that is going to be paid for 
by gasoline taxes, how we use the trust 
fund, maybe some changes in how that 
is handled, but we need to find a way to 
get it done now. We should find a bill 
the House can pass, the Senate can 
pass, and the President can sign. Let’s 
do it and let’s do it now. 

We could complete this bill within a 
week. Why don’t we do it? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
has expired on the majority side. 

The Senator from Nevada. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I will 

take 2 minutes from our side. I have al-
ready allocated that. 

Let me simply say, I appreciate my 
friend from Mississippi trying to be a 
leader of the Senate, being chairman of 
a committee, doing all those things he 
is very capable of doing. 

The fact is, there is blame to go 
around on the highway bill. I hope we 
can pass a bill. I hope we can finish the 
conference. But let’s understand why 
we are in the predicament we are in 
today. 

The Senate passed a bill of $318 bil-
lion—not a Cadillac version, probably a 
low level Chevrolet or Ford, barely 
enough to keep the functions of our 
transit highway systems together. 
That bill, passed with four or five dis-
senting votes, did not increase the def-
icit 2 cents, not 1 cent. It did not in-
crease the deficit. Suddenly, out of no-
where, the President said he will veto 
the bill. You figure that one out. No 
one else can. 

As a result, the President has locked 
in a number. He was at 256. Now they 
have a number that is 289. They say it 
is 299, but it probably isn’t. It doesn’t 
allow the highway and transit func-
tions to go on. 

We are trying. I spent time with Sen-
ator INHOFE on Tuesday and Wednes-
day. Hopefully something can be ar-
rived at. But at that number, it is very 
difficult, if not impossible, to do. 

The Senator from Oklahoma and I 
have an agreement. That agreement is, 
if I don’t like the bill, he is not going 
to support it. If he doesn’t like the bill, 
I am not going to support it. That is 
one of the arrangements we made to go 
to conference. 

I am doing everything within my 
abilities. I have been chairman of the 
full committee on two separate occa-
sions. I am speaking for the chairman 
of the committee, Senator JEFFORDS. I 
am doing everything within my power 
to come up with an arrangement so we 
can have a highway bill. But unless it 
is good for the country, I am not going 
to approve it. That is the arrangement 
Senator INHOFE and I made. If people 
don’t like it, that is part of what goes 
on around here. We have to work with 
each other on different issues. 

Let me finally say: I have the great-
est respect for my friend from Mis-
sissippi. But he has not been in on all 
the arrangements we have made on 
this bill. It has been very difficult. It 
was hard to complete the bill at $318 
billion. As we were doing the $318 bil-
lion legislation—this is a 6-year bill— 
the House was talking about $375 bil-
lion. I was not able to hear all of the 
comments of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi. I was with Senator DOMENICI 
working on the energy and water bill. 
But I do not apologize to anyone for 
what the Senate did on a $318 billion 
highway transit bill that was approved 
by this Senate overwhelmingly because 
it was a good bill. 

I am sorry. For reasons I dare any-
body to determine why, a bill that 
doesn’t increase the deficit at all, the 
President says it is too much money. I 
will not get into some of the reasons I 
believe he did this other than to say I 
am going to continue to work to see if 
we can come up with a bill. I will do ev-
erything I can. But I am laying out as 
much as I can the position we find our-
selves in today. 

How much time did I consume? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator consumed 31⁄2 minutes. 
Mr. REID. The Senator from New 

Jersey then would have 18 minutes. 
The Senator from Arkansas will have 
81⁄2 minutes. I think that works out 
right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey is recognized. 

f 

FLIP-FLOPPING 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Madam Presi-
dent, this morning I rise to talk about 
something that we heard quite a bit 
about these days. The subject is flip- 
flopping. 

Flip-flopping is kind of an easy thing 
to identify. During a recent conven-
tion, we heard an irate Senator make 
an angry speech declaring that it is not 
what you say but, rather, what you do 
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